
Rabbit Awareness 
Week: 17th – 25th June 
2017
Rabbit Awareness Week (RAW) run by Burgess Pet care, and 
supported by the RWAF, Agria Pet Insurance, PDSA, RSCPA, 
Blue Cross and Wood Green The Animals Charity, will run 
throughout the week of 17th – 25th June this year. With the 
aim of highlighting problems that commonly befall rabbits and 
helping owners to improve their rabbit’s lives. Recently RAW has 
focused on one step that owners can take, and throughout RAW 
2017 the emphasis will be on asking the question if ‘your rabbits 
are getting enough hay’?

85-90% of a rabbit’s diet should be fresh high-quality feeding 
hay and grass every day- That should equal their own body size! 
Hay is a great source of fibre; it helps to support their digestive 
system and dental health, wearing down constantly growing 
teeth and also helps to prevent boredom. 

Throughout RAW rabbit owners can book appointments for 
free rabbit health checks at participating vets up and down the 
country – many of these will run during the whole of June and 
not just the week of RAW. 

Join the RAW conversation using hashtags #RAW2017 and 
#HoptoHay!

Visit www.rabbitawarenessweek.co.uk for more information 
and to see which vets are partaking.

Vaccinations for 
your rabbits
Vaccinations form an essential part of your rabbits preventative 
healthcare; helping to protect them from some deadly viruses 
that are sadly rife not only in the wild rabbit population but also 
in pet rabbits.

Vaccines work by training the white blood cells in your rabbit’s 
body how to recognise and attack the viruses in the vaccine 
so if the rabbit is exposed to a virus it can mount an immune 
response quicker and more effectively.  No vaccine is 100% 
effective 100% of the time, but vaccination is the best line of 
defence to protect your rabbits.

Rabbits should have 2 separate vaccinations to ensure adequate 
protection against myxomatosis, Rabbit Viral Haemorrhagic 
Disease (RVHD) strains 1 and 2. There is no single vaccine that 
protects against all three virus strains.

Nobivac Myxo-RHD is the licensed vaccine in the UK for 
myxomatosis and RVHD1. The vaccine requires an annual 
booster. Currently there are some supply issues with the vaccine 
and vets are struggling to get hold of single dose vials. There is 
a 50 dose vial available but this must be used within 4 hours of 
being broached, so many vets are organising vaccination clinics. 
Supply issues are likely to be resolved in June/July when the 
single dose vials should be available again. If your rabbit is due 
their Nobivac Myxo-RHD vaccine before August speak to your 
vet for advice.

Filavac and Eravac are the two licensed vaccinations for 
RVHD1 and RVHD2. The vaccines offers no protection against 
myxomatosis. Filavac can be given every 6 months in high risk 
areas (places with lab confirmed RVHD2 cases in a 50 mile 

radius) or in low risk areas an annual booster vaccine should be 
sufficient. Eravac is licensed for rabbits intended for meat, so no 
data exists on the booster schedule. If this is the vaccine your 
rabbit is given then you will need to be guided by your vet as to 
the booster protocol.

There must be at least a 2 week gap between Nobivac Myxo-
RHD and Filavac or Eravac. 

Bathing rabbits
Every now and then videos appear on Facebook showing owners 
giving their rabbits a bath. Whilst some people may think they 
are helping their rabbits, in reality the rabbit is unlikely to be 
enjoying the experience.

Rabbits are self-cleaners and rarely, if ever, need a full bath. Not 
only is this extremely stressful for them, but their fur is so fine 
that it can take days to dry properly and frequent bathing can 
cause skin problems. 

Some rabbits may need a bottom bath if they are frequently 
affected by urine staining or faecal contamination, but these 
rabbits also need the underlying cause/s identified and treated, 
especially as summer is approaching with the increased risk of 
flystrike.

Do not be tempted to bath your rabbit no matter what you see or 
read on social media sites.

Visit our new website!
Have you seen our new website? www.rabbitwelfare.co.uk is 
the place to look when you have a rabbit query. Our website 
is reviewed by our Education Team, headed by Dr Richard 
Saunders and assisted by Dr Elisabetta Mancinelli and Dr Brigitte 
Lord. You can be certain that the information is accurate and up-
to-date…check it out and let us know what you think and what 
else you would like to see on there.

17th and 18th June 2017 – 
The University of Edinburgh
Come and join us for a weekend talking rabbits in lovely 
Edinburgh with some of the most well respected rabbit experts.  
Our conference runs for 2 days this year; one day focusing on 
health and another on behaviour - you can come for both days 
or just one…the choice is yours, but time is running out to book 
your place - Bookings must be made by the 22nd May!
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